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Citizens: A typology for CIHRCitizens: A typology for CIHR

Personal Organized

Affected individuals                        Primary groups
(directly affected yet not affiliated                       (groups representing citizens                           
with an organized group)                                     directly affected) 

Individuals from the                         Secondary groups
General public

(personally interested                                        (have a potential to reach both 
and wish to contribute) primary groups and individuals)
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Contributions citizens can make
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• validate ideas—citizens and CIHR examine proposed research 
directions or issues in order to assess their applicability 
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• suggest ideas—CIHR gathers new and innovative ideas, 
approaches, or solutions from a broad range of 
perspectives; and 

• reconcile ideas and values—CIHR engages citizens in a 
discussion to reconcile or prioritize competing ideas or 
values 
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